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The Truth About Us 
Part 2 – The Truth About Us 
January 17, 2021 | Speaker: Rajendra Pillai 
 

SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE: 

 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of King Jehoiakim 
son of Josiah of Judah: Go to the house of the Rechabites, 

and speak with them, and bring them to the house of the Lord, 
into one of the chambers; then offer them wine to drink. 

I brought them to the house of the Lord … 
Then I set before the Rechabites pitchers full of wine, and cups; 

and I said to them, “Have some wine.” 
~ Jeremiah 35:1-5 

 
Jeremiah prepares the room, sets up the wine. What will the Rechabites do? Will they let down their 
guard? Will they compromise on their convictions? Who could blame them if they drank the wine? 
The country is at the brink of a war. There is fear and unrest. They had entered the city and sought its 
refuge and were among people they were now dependent on for their safety. Have some wine. 
 

But they answered, “We will drink no wine, 
for our ancestor Jonadab son of Rechab commanded us, 

‘You shall never drink wine, neither you nor your children.’” 
~ Jeremiah 35:6 

 
The Rechabites made a daily decision to live their lives not on the basis of  
what was current, what was hip, what was trending, what the cultural and societal pressures of the 
day were pulling them toward. They stayed centered on what was commanded by their ancestor 
Jonadab son of Rechab. 
 

Can you not learn a lesson and obey my words? says the Lord. 
The command has been carried out that Jonadab son of Rechab 

gave to his descendants to drink no wine; and they drink none to this day, 
for they have obeyed their ancestor’s command. 

But I myself have spoken to you persistently, 
and you have not obeyed me. 

~ Jeremiah 35:13-14 
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What God and Jeremiah is saying to the people of God through this story is this – I believe the 
message is the same for the people of Jerusalem as it is for the people of Damascus Road 
Community Church – the truth about us as a community of God is that we are to live by an ethic of full 
obedience to our Father in heaven. That’s the one and whole point of the story. 
 
“As a young man with most of my life ahead of me, I decided early to give my life to something eternal 
and absolute. Not to these little gods that are here today and gone tomorrow. But to God who is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
~ Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

~ Matthew 28:18-20 
 
 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION 
(for personal and small group discussion)  
 
1. What was most impactful to you from this weekend’s service? 

2. Read Jeremiah 35. What can we learn from the Rechabites on how we are to live in the midst of 

uncertainty, anxiety, and pressures from all sides? 

3. Some next steps for each of us to take as we strive to live out God’s vision for us as His 

community: 

a. Read Matthew 28:18-20; John 17; Psalm 133, Micah 6:8; Acts 10:34: 1 Corinthians 12:12-

31; Hebrews 10:24-25; and 1 Peter 3:8. Absorb God’s heart for His people in these 

passages. 

b. Read Dr King’s Letter from the Birmingham Jail. It’s available for free here - 

https://www.africa.upenn.edu/Articles_Gen/Letter_Birmingham.html  

c. Check our web site for resources on racial reconciliation - 

https://www.damascus.com/resources  

d. Serve – check out opportunities to serve at www.damascus.com/serve   

e. Be in community, join a group. Check it out at https://www.damascus.com/groups  
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