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Across the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused devastating impacts. We have felt this pain 
and loss in our DRCC community. We’ve supported families who have been affected and mourned 
those we have lost.  
 
The COVID vaccines have been a great blessing which has enabled suppression of the disease in 
those regions of the world that have been able to vaccinate significant portions of their population.  
The U.S. has seen significant reduction in cases, hospitalizations, and deaths as the vaccinated 
percentage of the population has risen.  Unvaccinated people remain at a higher risk to both acquire 
and transmit the COVID virus. 
 
The question of whether and when to receive the COVID vaccine is a personal decision to be made 
in consultation with one’s doctor and other medical and scientific professionals, taking into account 
one’s unique circumstances.  DRCC respects that there are many factors that go into this choice for 
each person and family. We recognize that people of sincere faith may come to different conclusions 
as to when or whether the vaccine is right for them. 
 
DRCC welcomes and supports both vaccinated and unvaccinated members and attenders.  Our 
guidelines for gathering have aimed throughout the pandemic to be consistent with current CDC 
health guidelines and any mandates from the State of Maryland.  We realize these guidelines and 
mandates have sometimes been controversial and constantly changing.  We very much appreciate the 
patience and understanding of all our members and attenders in cooperating together to try to 
balance different needs (spiritual, health, legal, relational) and differing convictions and comfort 
levels about the best way to do that. 
 
The Elders of DRCC offer the following biblical considerations that guide Christians in making 
decisions, especially in the area of health: 

• We should take care of our bodies because they are not our own, they belong to God, who 
purchased all of us from the realm of sin and death and resurrected us into new life in his 
Son, so that we could be a dwelling place for his Spirit. Jesus and the apostles frequently 
performed healings, showing that physical health is important to God.  (1 Cor 6:19-20; 
Ephesians 1:11-14). 

• Our new life is lived in community with others, and our decisions should be guided not just 
by what is best for us, but also by love for our neighbors, and what will be of benefit to our 
neighbors.  We all impact each other, need each other, and should seek to honor and protect 
the weakest among us. (1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Philippians 2:1-4; Romans 13:8-10; 15:1-3). 

• The Christian life often involves risk, suffering, and sacrifice on behalf of others, just as 
Christ sacrificed for us (Philippians 2:5-11; 29-30; Romans 16:26-27; Galatians 6:2; 1 Cor 8-
9). 

• Above all, we are called to love and honor each other, treating each other with grace 
and generosity of spirit when we disagree about the best course of action.  (Romans 
14:19-20, 1 Corinthians 13; Galatians 5:13-16). 
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Information Sources: 

• If you have questions about COVID prevention, vaccines, or treatments and would like to 
talk to a DRCC member with medical / scientific expertise, the following are available. Use 
the online digital form to contact: 

o Glynn Vonk, PhD – Elder and DRCC member since 2015 – Spent decades working in 
the biotech industry, in both the U.S. and Singapore.  He consults regularly with 
universities, private industry, and the U.S. Government.  He is skilled in reading, 
evaluating and synthesizing scientific studies and has spent a great deal of time 
during the COVID pandemic staying abreast of the latest research.and providing 
advice to a variety of organizations on best practices for responding to the challenges 
of the pandemic.  He can also provide detailed answers to questions, along with the 
relevant research for those who are interested. 

o Glynn Thompson, MD – Elder and DRCC member since 1992 – Glynn has led 
numerous mission trips, and provided medical care to both our missions teams and 
partners and local residents in our international missions ministry.  Glynn is an 
OBGYN, currently working at Holy Cross Hospital.   

o Amanda Morgan, RN – Elder and DRCC member since 1992 – Amanda is a Senior 
Consultant for Adventist HealthCare (previously the Director of Occupational Health) 
where she advises on the protocols and programs put in place to keep over 6000 
employees safe and healthy during the pandemic.  In this capacity she has been 
constantly reviewing and applying the latest research for COVID prevention, 
treatment, and vaccination protocols. 

o Sue Vonk, FNP – DRCC member since 2004.  Sue is a Nurse Practitioner with 
decades of hospital experience, currently running her own practice to provide travel 
medicine and COVID treatment services.  She has provided medical care and training 
on numerous mission trips.  During the pandemic, she has been reviewing and 
assessing medical research along with her husband Glenn, as well as providing 
COVID prevention and treatment services through her practice. 

 

• If you want general, information about the COVID-19 vaccines, we encourage you to visit 
the following websites for accurate information: 
 Maryland COVID Vaccine Info 
 Frederick Health Dept. COVID Vaccine  
 Carroll County Health Dept. COVID Vaccine 

• If you need prayer or spiritual support, please contact any of our Elders, or submit a request 
through pray4me@damascus.com.  You can also contact Lead Elder Michelle Rader at 
michellerader00@gmail.com. 

• If you need any assistance scheduling a vaccine appointment, please contact Michelle Rader 
for help, or join the MD Vaccine Hunters Facebook Group which provides daily information 
on available clinics and appointments. 

https://drcc.wufoo.com/forms/mrvfkek0p89iqr/
https://cchd.maryland.gov/covid-19-vaccination/
https://health.frederickcountymd.gov/629/COVID-19-Vaccine
https://health.frederickcountymd.gov/629/COVID-19-Vaccine
https://cchd.maryland.gov/covid-19-vaccination/
https://cchd.maryland.gov/covid-19-vaccination/
mailto:pray4me@damascus.com

